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Welcome to the Workshop

Kathy Buckner,

Director of  ITC and Centre for Social 

Informatics

Ella Taylor-Smith,

Research Fellow, ITC
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eParticipation (and eDemocracy)

• Focus on people (citizens) involvement  in policy-making 

and decision-making;

• Not necessarily organised or funded by government;

• Not necessarily aligned to traditional democratic processes.
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Credit Crunch eParticipation

• Hamburg 2006 –budget deficit 10 billion euros, 

attracting annual interest payments of  1 billion euros

• Used e-participatory budgeting to let people have a go 

at setting city budgets and making cuts.

• Current budget as 3D pie charts with sliders (TuTech)

• 2,138 citizens created draft budgets; 38 final budgets

• Publicised in paper and debated by council

• Better public understanding

• Council knows areas public will accept cuts.



www.demos-budget.eu
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Objectives

Bring people together

• Current skills and needs (matching if  possible)

• Find complementary areas of  interests.

Map current situation

• Starting point 

• Current and future projects and opportunities

Next

• Would like to have and why.
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Outcomes

1. Map of  e-participation Scotland Baseline

2. Ideas list for e-Participation Outcomes in Scotland 

(objectives, benefits and public value)

3. Partnerships and community: 

www.communities.idea.gov.uk

http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/
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Thank you
Workshop sponsored by ESRC

Economic and Social Research Council



10:20  Ella Taylor-Smith, ITC, Napier

10:35  Gerry McCusker, Director, Dog Digital

10:50  Norette Ferns, Editor Rural Gateway, SCVO

11:30  Gregor Urquhart, Young Scot

11:45  William Paul, Editor in Chief, 

www.scotland.gov.uk (the National Conversation) 

12:00  Maggie Chapman, City of  Edinburgh Councillor, 

Leith Walk Ward

12:15 Break out groups –e-participation initiatives

11:05 Coffee

13:00 Lunch



14:00  Afternoon intro and “speed dating”

15:30  Break out groups: outcomes - eParticipation 

objectives, benefits and public value

16:15   Concluding remarks

16:30   End

15:15 Coffee

13:00 Lunch


